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Completing; the Cotton Fund

THAT there Is obligation, aa well as honor,
privilege and advantage, involved in

Richmond's selection aa the alto of thia dis-
trict's Federal reserve bank, was recognized
by banking Institutions yesterday, when they
responded with promptness and liberality to
Secretary McAdoo's appeal lor further sub¬
scriptions with which to complete the cotton
loan fund.

Completion of the fund will T)o an enormous
boon to the cotton States, principal aufl'erers
ill this country from the effects of the Euro¬
pean war. It is a great triumph for the
administration, which has received this sub¬
stantial assurance- of the confidence of the
country's financial interests in its wisdom,
sanity and capacity for leadership. It is a

blow to the selfish croakers who sought to
take advantage of the unhappy plight to
which some of their countrymen were re¬
duced. It is a satisfaction to all good Amerl-

. can citizens, who wish the prosperity now well
on its way to be shared In equal abundance
by every section of the land.

Help for Pino Cam])

APPROVAL by the Council Committee on
Finance of emergency appropriations

totalling $4,780 for the relief of Pine Camp
and its operation under present auspices for
the remainder of the city's fiscal year, repre¬
sents nil that the committee properly could
have been expected to do at this time. It
will be taUen, however, as an augury of the
city's purpose in due season to take over
the camp and make its control and direction
an integral and important part, of the Health
Department's duties.
Members of the Finance Committee deserve

the community's thanks for the promptness '
with which they have recognized and re- j
sponded to the public demand, but what they
have done, however valuable and necessary,
is only a start toward the attainment of the
larger ideal io which Richmond looks in hope
and confidence. Adequate provision by the
municipality for the combatting of the t uber¬
culosis scourge is an exigent need, and in any .

comprehensive plan of this character Pine
Camp or a similar institution plays an essen¬
tial part.

Treatment of Prisoner*

BY this time tlic American mind is in a
condition of profound skepticism as to

all tales of atrocities, the only stories of that
sort that have obtained general credence be¬
ing those which slate that the Germans have
not treated the Belgians^vlth finy marked
generosity. ».» ¦

So when a dispatch from BeTrlin "by wire¬
less to Sayville, L. I.," recounts that a Gor¬
man prisoner of Avar in England has written
a letter to the Frankfuter Zeltung, declar¬
ing that, as a result of bad treatment, forty-
six unwounded German prisoners died of
pneumonia and typhoid fever. American opin¬
ion remains stolidly unmoved. The analyti¬
cal mind will, however, puzzle ovei; the rather
surprising fact that the British are permitting
their prisoners of war to write uncensored
letters of complaint to tht*lr home newspapers.
Hut then the Frankfurter Zeitung is mlracti-j
lously served. Was it not that enterprising
journal which published a long speech by
John Burns, a former member of the British
Cabinet, denouncing England, which speech
neither that gentleman nor any other Eng¬
lishman ever delivered?

It is more than likely that the lot of a
prisoner of war Is no more or less a bed of
roses in England than it is in Germany or In
France, or in any other country since "civil¬
ized" warfare came Into the world. Thero
ia probably little to choose in this respect
among the nations now in conflict*. Tholr
kinship was shown at the outbreak of the
war, when In all the capitals the sight of a
name tha' smacked of a hostile nation over
a shop front meant the prompt smashing of
plate-glass windows and the wrecking of the
establishment.

( lipping Cupid's Wings

IN' Cambridge, Mass., the Alderman have
ruled lhat hereafter wedding celebrations

roust bo noiseless and brief, and to further
fills discouragement of Cupid, a watchman
lias also been appointed to chaperon Jarvis
.Street, popularly known as "Lovers* IJane."

It is zero on the Fourth of July In Cam-
bridge. There is one place where Cupid
should have more clothing. Youth and mer-
rlment are full of wrinkles there, and any
any one who fox trots Is promptly churched.
Old maids delight In crossing their lingers
and boasting that nobody ever caught them
hanging around gates and swings. Crusty
old bachelors grunt their satisfaction as they
swing pudgy legs from stools in the luncli-
eries, and make grimaces of disgust at the
God-bless-our-home mottoes.

Of course, there are some human beings
tn Cambridge, and It appears that in conse-
gucnco of too much lingering in Jarvis

Street there uro eortulu functions, familiar to
people in other towns, which strike a colli
chill down tlio venerable back of Cambridge
Hut what hurts the old town more than any¬
thing else is that the charivari keeps up for
iwo or three days hand-running, and such
unseemly happiness is not for the burg whero
people used to make crosses at witches with
cast eyes.

Hence, this clipping of Cupid s wings. V\ ho¬
over would meet his maiden in sJarvlB Street(is hereby advised to give it wide berth and
look out*for the constable.

South American Trade and News

THIS Newport News Chamber of ( omineic#
has put its linger 011 one important rea¬

son for the slow progress made in establish¬
ing trade relations with the couutrles of
South America. The chamber declares, in an
ofliclal resolution, that progress has been so

exceedingly gradual largely becauso of thoI inadequacy of the news service between the
United States and its southern neighbors and-
the resulting failure of mutual sympathy and
comprehension. *¦
The resolutions assert that "our knowledgei of tlie Latin-American peoples to whom wo

are so closely attached politically, and theirs
of us, is little better, if any, than that which
we possess ol' the inhabitants of Tibet," and
that "nothing Is so conducive to the exist¬
ence of a proper understanding and apprecia-

j tion between peoples as the daily exchange
and publication of news in newspapers of

J general circulation."
Doth of those statements are true, al-

; though the first may be somewhat exagger¬
ated. That this country's failure to increase
' its South American trade lias been due in| large part to its merchants' lack of umler-'
standing of South American needs, habits
and prejudices has been repeated too often

! and from sources too informed and trust-
worthy to permit of further doubt.
A story that has been going the rounds,

that may not be true and yet illustrates the
point, refers to tho shipment of a big lot of
American collars to Buenos Aires. rl he col-
lar sizes were marked In Inches, halves and
quarters, as is our American custom. The
people of the Argentine would have none of
them. In South America the metric system
of weights and measures Is in universal use,
and tho Argentine dandieB had been accus-

| tomed to purchase their neckwear by the
centimetre, rather than by the inch. They
declined to accompany every purchase ot col-
lars by a mathematical calculation. It the
manufacturers had known a little more about

I their intended market, they would have
avoided this mistake.

It may be taken for granted that the ex-

change of news Is desirable, but. just how it
is to be brought about, is not quite so obvious,

i Newport News puts the problem up to the
I Chamber of Commerce of the United States,
and perhaps that organization Is competent
to deal with It. Information about South
America has been much more conspicuous in
the dailv press since this agitation Tor. trade
expansion in that quarter started than it
'has ever been in the past. If the interest
survives it will represent a news demand,
that the papers will have to supply. If tlie>
have been derelict in the past, it was because,
(probably, they had 110 intimation that such
a demand existed.

Waking Up to the Dust Nuisance

WHATEVER has been Its inspiration and
The Times-Dispatch would like to feel

it is entitled to some of the credit it is
gratifying to observe the recrudescence ot o -

flclal Interest in the condition of Richmond s

!streets The important thing is, of course,
that something be done to better a situation
that had become nearly intolerable, and it

makes small differences what inlluences con¬
tribute to bring this about.
The Administrative lioard has directed 1

reorganization of tho.street cleaning forces
which obviously will be economical of time
and promises good results. The Police De¬
partment is to enforce the ordinance forbid¬
ding the throwing of waste paper and other
litter 011 public, thoroughfares.

All this is well, but it would be a mistake
to believe that It. is enough. Richmond is
one of the fow cities in the country where the
streets are sprinkled practically not at all.
The Hushing of streets from the tire hydrants,
almost universal elsewhere, hero is an un¬
known or neglected art. Of modern street-
cleaning equipment thero is a sad deficiency.
The dust and dirt with which our atmosphere
is surcharged are an abomination In tho
eyes, as well as the noses and lungs. 61 visi¬
tor and citizen alike.
¦These conditions are not to be viewed with

complacent indifference or patient resigna¬tion. Fortunately, the air just now is re-
dolent. along with the dust, of a healthy{public sentiment against their continuance.

Ilotif nix] Mouth Dieting

Willi the spread of the hoof ami mouth
disease over the country, and with

beef already in a price position which seems
to hear out the nursery statement that the
cow jumped- over the moon, there is not a

little anxiety over tin? outlook for food. Hut
when one stops to think seriously, that is all
nonsense. Hysteria over the scarcity of
meat, actual or prospective, is very much like
the complaining of u spoiled child who has
temporarily been deprived of totally unneces¬
sary and sometimes harmful candies, Boiled
down to cold facts, it would make not the
slightest difference to the human race if the
hoof and mouth disease put beef out of the
market for a year. People would keep right
on eating, and living, and getting fat, and
who knows but an enforced abstinence from
meat for such a period would turn out a
cleaner, stronger, more healthy, happier race
of nonment-enting men and women?

This is not a vegetarian argument. But
tiie simple truth is that a majority of people
eat too much meat. If the hoof and mouth
disease produces a condition that forces a
bettor balance of diet for tip all, we have
nothing to lose and perhaps much to gain.

It was thought once that the French took
the palm for gallantry, but the (ierman enp-!
tain of the Kniden. who presented a captured
ship t.o the skipper's wife, makes «i strong bid
for the honor.

Great Britain, when it comes to consider
the war budget, finds itself obliged to make
good the old boast that "we've got the ships,
we've got the men, we've got the money, too."

When Governor Craig and his Tarheel host
invade Virginia on Thanksgiving Day theywill receive ,-i welcome that will include overy-
thing but hopes for their victory.

There is plenty of money in the Richmond
Regional Heservu Bank.and the best part of
it in that any one who, in a business sense,deserves financial help hereafter will |>e able
to get it.

The Mournful G. O. P.
Prosperity Is on tho way,
So e'en tho U. O. P. concedes,Hut yot It simply can't be guy,Its poor old heart still uchcs and bleeds.Ft charged to Democratic .guileTho ovll fortunes wo have had.

Of course, It can't afford to smile
When fortunes are go longer bad.

For Democrats, who boro the blame
For what tho war and naturo sent.Might tako the credit Just tho same.When war Its cruel force had spent.

Ho pause, my friends, and weep with 1110
For this despondent CI. O. I*.

The PennlmlNt Snjm
A few days ago peace In Mexico was "up to

Carranza." Now It is "up to Villa." It Is
always "up" to somebody or somethrug, but it
never appears qulto able to complete the
Journey.

War Note,
As Private Longped's feet

again touched .Mother Earth,
the correspondents noted
that tho opposing forces had
become separated by a much
broader margin. Private
Longpedg, who was n cele¬
brated Marathon runner,

. Hilda that his oarly train.ng
stands him in good stead.

i _____

IiO»lii|c All Annojrnncr.
Stubbs.llave you been having much trouble

with your chicknntr lately?
Grubbs.Practically none at all. In fact, some

village philanthropist has been relieving mo
of my chicken troubles and my chickens, all at
tho same time.

Hnltlne at Nothing.
Commander.Is that the enemy approaching?
Aide.Yes, general.

I Commander.Then mass the bands and in¬
struct them to play "It's a Long, Boiitf Way to
Tipperar.v." Tho enemy may as well be con-
vinced now as_anothor time that when General
Sherman undertook to define war lie knew what
he r.as talking about.

A Problem In Verne.
I can't deny that Hose Is fair.
She Is a winning witch;

But she wears so much purchased hair
You can't tell which is switch.

.Cincinnati Enquirer.
Upon her checks, with rarest art.
She spreads what's known as "Blush of Posies."

It's hard to say Just which Is "Blush"
And which our old friend Hose Is.

TIIE TATTLER.

War News Fifty Years Ago
From the'Richmond Dispatch, N'ov. 13, 1364.

The quiet at Petersburg seems to portend
some activity within the next few days, and yet
there are those among the military experts who
think otherwise, and that the lull means winter
rest and no preparation for a big light. On
both sides there are movements that may be In
preparation for future big things. At any rate,
both sides are letting out very little news.

1 Information received at the War Department
yesterday was to the effect that Sherman has.
destroyed or partially destroyed thfc Georgia
State Railroad from Atlanta to Allatoona, a dis¬
tance of forty miles including the bridge over
the Chattahooehle River. This confirms the re¬
port of tl\e avacuatlon of Atlanta, as, of course,
the city could not bo held after the means of I
securing supplies for the garrison had been Jdestroyed, it also conllrms the announcementi in Northern journals of Sherman's purpose to
undertake an expedition "Into the heart of the
cotton Stales."

It is now very evident that approaching hos-!
tilltles will not be conlined to Georgia, Alabama
and Tennessee. Grant is preparing to make a
linal trial for the railroads leading to Rlch-
iiiond from the South, if not, for Richmond itself,
and this before settling down to winter quarters.
To this end he is quietly collecting all the troopsi he can, which he has scattered about, and draln-
ing tho Valley of as much material as he can
safely take from there without endangeringj Washington.Olio' corps of Sheridan's army, said to b«:«
Wright's, has arrived on the lines of the .lames jwithin the past few days, and large masses of!
others of Sheridan's army are reported to be!
on their way here.1 Another report, unofficial at present is that '
Sheridan's forces brought from the Valley are
to be transported up the York River and ar-
ranged for another attack on Richmond from
tho north side.
General Grant was reported to be at Fortress

Monroe on the 14th instant, but whither bound
( no one seems to know.

Northern papers tell us of the serious wound¬
ing of Major-General Ed. 11. S. Canity, while
ascending the White River, in Arkansas. He
was on a gunboat which was fired upon from
the shore. Surgeons say he la seriouslywounded.
The Federal gunboat Tulip exploded on Frl-j day last In the Potomac River. The hollers. I

which wore old and unsafe, exploded, and all'
on board except ten mj>n were instantly killed, jSo says the report.

*

.

Tho day of public worship and prayer and
fasting, recommended by President Davis, was'
generally observed throughout the Confederacy.!lUisiness in all of the cities was almost entirely'suspended.
We have just learned the distressing news',that Captain James Irvine Harvie, son of Lewis'E. llarvle, of this city, was killed in thu battle'j of Cedartown.

« i

Xo better gift could be madeOnft Good Way to the Belgians wliu are now
to Help * without home or country than

the to ,hV ,'or,s ni *he
l'iiited States under a suspension
of tinj nimnciiil .'-..i|iiiieii)ent8 of

the immigration law. The manner in which the
Belgians fought against the invasion of theli'jcountry indicates that they wilt never become
reconciled to life under a foeman's ling. The]alternative that is offered' them is to -choose
another country. Hero in the United States
there are vast areas of unpopulated and uncul-
tiv.-itr-d land. The thrifty Belgians, skilled in
agriculture, would be an asset to the United
States. if the Belgians are unable to allow
linaiicial responsibility in this hour of their'
need, they can at least show mental and physicalevidences «>f tlieir ability to take care of them-
.solves, ami so long as the requirement?) as to
sound health and mentality are adhered to, llie
United States may welcome them without theslightest misgivings as to their future..Wash-inpton Post. '

That is an interesting reportKiisslun troin Berlin that "the Itusslans
Demands bave imposed on comiuercd KJast!
in Prussia Prussian towns war contribu-jii. in yoriH corresponding approximate¬

ly to the war contributions the
iSermans imposed on Belgian towns." Now It'
the Russians would only turn these contribu¬
tions over to Belgium for relief purposes, what
ati admirable arrangement it would l>e! And
also, it may be added, most unmilitary. They
don't wage war that way in this year of Chris -

tiau grace. Stricken Belgium must still place
bur main reliance in the generosity of the people
of the United States, and she looks to tis for
help. However milch England. France and llus-
sla would like to help, they have their own great
needs, and this country alone has the wealth
and resources to extend the relief demanded.-
I'lilladelpliia Uceord.

Ono good that may come to
liiKKCt* Crops us out of the war is better agri-
Mav Hesnlt culture. Ten national gatherings

have been holding annual nieet-
ings and leaders in agricultural
research an<l education have met

in Washington to discuss the possibilities of
increasing production from American soil. The
impulse appears to be the pressure of the war's
demand, but it will be for our own steady im¬
provement as well. Our farming lias boen care¬
less and wasteful. Wo have not taken ad¬
vantage of the means by which greater results

..." n" wK-s t'o'sr. 'r'-irvou"?.';
oursolves to tho putlont cultivation whichJL£
io" .Vr'11¦«»*!-.»u^'Tfut f».r^h.ir«0ri;y,.',7hr:
IT»«- r£.
She did with her farms uh sho did with l,Lr
isssxynisy-si "s
fori,- i.ua.ci, w. c.rj.",'r<,w. '°"t i;r, ,i*

i sss.'*rrirout of tliut state of in in fi wr
niuat got

we uro Ivliil in
* Wo mU8t realize that

tin loss wo work to th« limit »i
001 own
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Queries 3nd ^^nswers
t->i

''fMldmt Arthur

p-»K,'^rrT r,h'h"m"""" .. «.'

when his wife was l,'.rn * ""l1 w»Jcro and
Alan. Oulpepcr. Va., August 30.'iS37. °XO*

.
-^mlinsnndor*.

anir r;2:sri,Hsn *Tl*r
T,,om«s Nelson l>a(?e ambassador?

°Untry

rho duties are, in cre'icrnl
^' '

"rank" of the ambassador £ hi,m
Th°

greater. .Mr. Page ^ Unitid sv',Z
to Italy.

1 states ambassador

, .
SecoHrlo*.

J lease tell jne tho best places >.< tt,ii

pieturo stories. vt*
n,"vi"K

«X^&ta.ro,teJL25?.'nZ',r,i ^w.t',v
here such addresses afi you aLk for." l° "ub,i!,h

, .
f'npllol IllMnNtrr.

I lease tell me what was the "Capitol disaster'

About 11 o'clock. Ap?ff1?^?o"%1T.U5NB!1-'
Appeals was assembled to decide \he It'chmnnrt
in:tyor:i.. . contort ^ «

nniond

'ssxl ir.fi'iisa.ss ¦ssri-rrs
-wjs^r
Home Tniinlnir.

V ,nfty w" ht3t »a» a deer hide :,t homo?

-i" tz iv
all the libres aro worked apart and ih(. ,1,1
dry. The method ig tedious. Jndlan womJ,, li .

several days to a buffalo hide, but there is no
chemical method which gives better resuliJ
a skin thus tanned will .ot become Sd V.om
^uhKCcjuent wettiiiK. j

The BrightSide of Life
The Heal CnniiM llotll.

"This history says there was no war in
Atlantis for more than 1,000 years."
"Does ft explain how they got rid of their

alate?nVcn?".Philadelphia Publie Ledger.

An Kxplulnrri Illnllkr.
The First Lord of the Admiralty sighed.
"I do not like submarines," ho muttered, and

tlion lie added, "For divers' reasons.".Phlla-1
delphia Public Ledger.

Valuable Fathers.
"Willy, is your father a rich man?"
"No, .Sally, he's a professor, so I can be edit-

cated for nothing."
"Oh, that's nothing; my father is a minister,

and I can be good for nothing.".Harvard
Lampoon.

Thank Thee, I.ord."
I tlu.nk Thee, Lord, that Thou hast made
The Ki-nss to grow. ICach sun-kissed blade .

A-sparkle with the dew
My stroirgtli and trust renew.

I thank Thee I.ord, that Thoii hast made
The Ilowers to bloom, lleforo thoy fade.
Kaeh brief life brings frotn Thee
Some, sweet thought' straight to me.

I thank Thee Lord, that Thou hast made
The birds to sing. Without their aid
I'-ach day would be more drear
And Thou wouldst seem lees near,

I thank Thee, Lord, that everywhere !
\\ ithln this world Thy loving earo
Has put beside my waySome help for every day.

-li. 11. p., in Good Works, the Atlanta
i Penitentiary prisoners' '

newspaper,

AN INADEQUATE NAVY
Ono of the I»ny's IJcst Cartoons.

The sick man of Europe Is hobbling'
about oil his crutches again. Once
more Turkey is beginning to get its
share of utteiitiou in tin; uewspfiiper
headlines, and somehow the present
European war utenis to bo more com-
plete with the entrance of the Otto-
man empire upon the. .scene. Within
the last century almost every war In
the East has seen Turkey's entrance,
ami usually Turkey's defeat. Turkey
and Greece. Turkey and Russia, Tur¬
key and Italy. Turkey and tho Bal-
kan states, young Turks and old
Turks.Turkey has certainly been a
remarkably active patient for a sick
man. It has conscientiously poked
its nose Into the affairs of the othei
nations, and undeterred by the con-
sequences, has usually been ready to
take its chance at the next oppoitu-
nity.
There are many reasons for the

never-failing willingness of Turkey to
light with anybody or everybody, .'11111
for their participation in this war. In
the tirst place, traditions that go baclt
to the days of the tirst great Ottoman,
Osman, "the hone breaker." Secondly,
they fear the aggressions of Russia
as docs 110 other nation, and feel that,
unless Russia Is checked, it will bo
only a question of time berore Con-
stantlnople Is lost to them. Thirdly.
they have never forgotten the days
when the Ottoman empire extended
well into Europe, and, with their pres¬
ent fragment of European territory
between the Black and the Aegean
Seas, their attitude is that in war they
have everything to gain and very lit-
tie to lose. The last and most lin-
mediate cause i» the preponderance of
German Influence in Turkey, dating'
from about 1SS0.
Turkish history ko'.s back so far

anil Is so complicated with revolutions
and foreign wars that it is impossible
to do justice to it within the scope
of a newspaper article, but tho main
points may be summed up briefly. At
the end of the thirteenth century there
nourished Osman, "the bone break¬
er." a bandit, who rapidly forged his
way to the leadership of the fighting
hordes of Asia Minor. From that time
until the present day Occident and
Orient have been in a state of con¬
flict with each other, but for genera-
tlons Turkey found 110 opponents
worthy of the name. The East over-
flowed into Europe, taking in the fee¬
ble peoples along the shores of tlie
Black Sea, anil among the Balkan I
mountains. Vienna proved the tlrst
insurmountable obstacle, while on the
eastern line Russia was the barrier,
Tho old geographies had about the
right idea when they likened Turkey j
to a real turkey with its neck stretch -

ing along the Black Sea, and its wings
and tall spreading Into Austria.
The latest phase of Turkev's com-

plicated relations with the European
powers began with the Greek war of
independence, about is25. closely fol-
lowed by the Itusso-Turkish war.
Then came the Crimean war, in which
Turkey was a bone of contention, audi
lat»-r tho two other wars with Russia, I
following each other closely. In Is;i7
occurred the second war with Greece,
tills time over the status of Crete, and
then Turkey was comparatively quiet
until the outbreak of the recent war i
with Italy. Just previous to the Bal¬
kan troubles. In most Instances the
results of the wars wee indefinite.
Greece, of course, gained her indepen¬
dence, and. Russia proved successful,
but the terms were largely left to the
congresses ol' powers, who constituted
themselves a tribunal over ;ilmost
every dispute in which Turkey has
been involved during recent years.
Turkey's European territory remained
practically intact until tho treaty of
San Stcfano, when Ihe Balkan states!
wore set up lis partly independent
countries, under the protection of the
powers. This lopping off of a great
share of its former possessions left
Turkey I11 Europe confined largelv to
the central imrt of the old turkey-
shaued country, previously mentioned,
Ho long, however, as it holds Constat!-
tlnonle it remains in control of the
Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmora and!
the Bosphorus. and effectually shuts!
Russia off from the Mediterranean
. Among tho great, number of peo-
pies which have from tiine to time
come under Turkish rule, a definite
policy of "divide and rule" has always
mcen maintained by the Ottoman Bin-
perors. Every sect is perfectly free
to maintain, its own religion, and in
many cases Its own form of local gov-j
eminent. They are even at liberty to
start insurrections against each other.
so long as they do not interfere with
tho Integrity of the empire. By this
method, and by an effectual svatenj jof spies, Turkey has been able to
prevent any of Its conquered people
from uniting against the central gov¬
ernment, and has kept allvo all the
racial prejudices and jealousies among
Ihem.
Constitutional government in Turkey

had ono brief trial bofore the rise and

accession to power of the Younc Turks.
One of the countless Intrigues that so
fit. n changed the government of Tur-
Key took place In 1*~G, an<i resulted In
the deposition of Sultan Adliul Aziz,
who commllteed sulcldo Immediately
afterward. Ills nephew, Murad N.
ruled I'or a few months, but soon
showed his Incapacity, and yielded his
place to his brother, Abdul llainld II.,
who ruled from I s7*» to 1909. Abdul
I Iambi granted a limited constitution,
Imt almost before It had gone Into ef¬
fect the war with ltussla broko out,
and absolutism ruled for thirty ycare.
During the reign of Abdul Aziz the

Young Tutks wore Mrst heard from.
Prince Mustaffn Pasha took several
younp Turks from Constantinople to
I aris to be educated, and In the French
capital they attracted" considerable at¬
tention. being commonly called "the
young Turks," until the appellation
grew Into a title, which was later
otllclally adopted. They soon absorbed
ideas of liberty and democracy, hither¬
to unknown in Turkey, which were
partly carried out In that country by .

iheir followers after the revolution of
It was about the same period

t these Young Turks became promi¬
nent in Paris that Ocrtnan Inlluencci
began to be predominant In Turkey.
Pntll lSf^n British subjects had held
the majority of the railway and other
public concessions, but In the next live
years there was a change. In which
these concessions wore taken away
from the British and given to the Ger¬
mans. German Influence "has steadily
gained, and was one of th.V prominent
causes for Turkey being drawn into
the present war.

While the Young Turks by no means
succeeded In making a democracy out.
of Turkey, they achieved some notable
icforms in the administration. In tem¬
poral matters the sultan Is a constltu-.11lotial monarch, advised by a cabinet of
ixecutive ministers. For administra¬
tive purposes the country is divided In¬
to provinces, with suvdlvlslons of ar-
rondlssements, cantons and communes,
each with a separate head. The armyhas been reformed, so that it is much
more effective, and the navy, while
small, is fairly ably commanded nnd
manned. The changes which are th«
most noticeable to the casual observer
are the practical abolition of pettygraft, with which the empire used to
bo overrun, and certain great improve¬
ments of roads and waterways.
Ten years ago It was Impossible to

Journey from orie pari of Turkey to
another without being provided with a
teskcreh. or sort of passport, furnish¬
ed by the local authorities. Now all
that is needed is a passport to enter
the country. No longer does a man
have to prove who he is before buying
a railroad ticket, or make sure of get¬ting accommodations on the train by
means of bribing sill the otllclals In
sight. It has not been many years since
it was unsafe to travel In Turkey out¬
side Constantinople because of robbers
and brigands, who infested all tho
smaller roads. Zaptlehs. or Turkish
soldiers, had to be used for guards,
and even bribed to prevent their sur¬
rendering the traveler over to the
robbers. These aaptlehs only received
a nominal sum from the government,
and seldom were paid that. Now the>
,tr«. really paid SBJ a month and ar«
not allowed to take tips.

Until the .past few years there have
been no roads in Turkey worthy of
tho name. About the time of tlio out¬
break oi the Balkan war. however,
there was constructed a main high¬
way along the Euphrates from Aleppo
to Bagdad, and another from tho city
of Samsun on the Black Sea to Bitlis
and Dlabeklr. The same reformation
has 'seen fin improvement in the po¬
lice. the army and small officials fit
the government. The pay of the sol¬
diers is email, but they receive It reg¬
ularly, and discipline has been Im¬
proved. Beginning with 1911, Chris¬
tians and .lews were forced to fight
in tho anny, or pay an exemption tax
of whereas previous to this the

had been .>'»"1e nn ontlpel" of
Mohammedans. Turks have put forth
the claim that this fact that there are
Christians and Turks lighting side byside .villi the Mohammedans gives as¬
surance that there will be no rollglous
war or "holy war." v

Of some interest Is tho phrase, "tho
sick man of Europe" or "tho tslclrman' of the Hast." by which Turkeyhas been almost universally knWn
during the last fifty years. It Is said
to have originated, with Czar Nich¬
olas of Russia, in a conversation in
1851 with Sir George Hamilton Sey¬
mour, the British charge d'altairs. At
that time. tlio- Cssar made the follow¬
ing remark: "We liavo on our hands
a sick man, a very sick man. It will
he a great misfortune, if, ono of these
days, he should slip away from ua
before the necessary arrangements
have been made." The words appliedwell to the moribund condition of
Turkey, which at that .time owned its
existence .to. the great powers.


